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	Articles from April 2015
	Amid Slow Talks, EU Leaders Ponder How To Pitch TTIP To Skeptical Europe; (Daily News, 4/1/15)
	This article discusses the significant controversy that the proposed TTIP has generated in many EU countries.  One suggested cause is the inability of the US to make significant concessions in the TTIP negotiations because of prolonged delays in the T...
	Round two in America’s battle for Asian influence; (The Financial Times; 4/1/15)
	This article highlights the recent US failure in leading a boycott of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank which was sponsored by and initiated by China.  The TPP negotiations, led by the US, pointedly exclude China and this omission bothers many ...
	Jobs in the balance: New Balance, Maine officials keep close eye on Pacific Rim trade agreement; (MaineBiz, 4/6/15)
	This article focuses on the effect of TPP negotiations that could result in the possible elimination of footwear tariffs to the remaining shoemaking industry in New England- specifically Maine and Massachusetts. New Balance has 3 factories in Maine an...
	What Vietnam Must Now Do; (NY Times; 4/7/15)
	This opinion piece was authored by a prominent Vietnamese sociologist Tuong Lai (aka Nguyen Phuoc Tuong). Mr. Lai strongly advocates that Vietnam must approve and be a part of the TPP. His reasoning is several fold:
	 By joining the TPP, Vietnam can help realign geopolitical relations in Asia and help stem China’s growing economic influence in the region;
	 As another consequence of joining the TPP, Vietnam would become more completely integrated with the rest of the world’s economy and thereby significantly that country’s GDP; and
	 Finally, joining the TPP would increase the efforts to truly democratize that country.
	TPP Is A Mistake; (Forbes, 4/9/15)
	This opinion piece was authored by Jean-Pierre Lehmann.  Mr. Lehmann makes the following points:
	 Assuming that the TPP is solely about Asia and that the TTIP is about Europe is wrong. The TPP includes many countries from the South American continent plus Australia and New Zealand as well as a number of Asian countries but excludes China, South ...
	 The TPP is most accurately thought of as a “geopolitical ploy with trade as a decoy”;
	 The US is the driving force behind the TPP and is doing so to safeguard its own economic interests and thereby contain those of China;
	 The economies of South American countries and Asian countries have very little intersection and not much to gain from joining the TPP; and
	 The geopolitical tensions that would be exacerbated from adoption of the TPP would have a significantly destabilizing effects on the efforts to achieve “greater global economic integration, peace, equity and prosperity”.
	Dallas Buyers Club judgment: Trans-Pacific Partnership could be worse news for online pirates; (smh.com, 4/12/15)
	This Australian newspaper article reports on the likelihood that adoption of the TPP could significantly assist efforts to reduce the piracy of such popular movies as the “Dallas Buyers Club” which has frequently been illegally copied and distributed ...
	Flipper vs. Fast Track: World Trade Organization Again Rules Against ‘Dolphin-Safe’ Labels, Says U.S. Policy Still Violates WTO Rules, Must Go; (Public Citizen; 4/14/15)
	This news release from Public Citizen reports that the World Trade Organization (WTO) recently issued a ruling against a current US policy regarding voluntary “dolphin safe” food labeling. This policy has been effective in significantly reducing the n...
	Special courts for foreign investors; (The Hill; 4/15/15)
	This blog piece critically addresses the inclusion of the ISDS mechanisms in the TPP and TTIP and suggests that this issue is significantly hindering the chances of President Obama’s Fast Track authority proposal of being approved. The author lists ma...
	 ISDS allows multinational corporations to bypass the US judicial system and thereby rely on ISDS tribunals which are not required to make use of legal precedent and do not afford any appeals procedures;
	 The ISDS process can be used by investors to challenge domestic antitrust enforcement decisions  as well as any domestic rule, regulation or law that is seen as an obstacle to anticipated profits permitted under the terms of the FTA in question;
	 The ISDS process is not available or open to individual citizens or groups but is instead restricted to international corporations or foreign investors; and
	 It is estimated that, on average, it costs $8 million for a government to defend itself in an ISDS proceeding and that does not include the costs of any settlement or damages that are awarded to investors.
	Obama’s trade agreements are a gift to corporations; (Boston Globe; 4/17/15)
	This opinion piece, authored by Boston Globe columnist Robert Kuttner, takes a position that is strongly critical of the TPP and the TTIP. In making his argument against these FTAs, Mr. Kuttner makes the following points:
	 These FTAs are not really trade agreements but are more accurately described as gifts to corporations that “claim to be retrained by domestic regulations”;
	 The ISDS mechanisms allow corporations to take end runs around national governments;
	 President Obama’s Fast Track proposal is unpopular with many congressional Democrats as well as significant numbers of congressional Republicans; and
	 These FTAs are conceived of and authored by multinational corporations and offer little real hope for economic policies that would actually increase the standard of living for the populations of signatory nations.
	Obama’s new trade deal represents massive executive overreach; (The Hill; 4/17/15)
	This blog piece maintains that TPP and other FTAs are an example of massive executive overreach.  The author, Kevin L. Kearns, maintains that the President’s Fast Track authority proposal represents an abrogation of the congressional duty to meaningfu...
	Don't Let TPP Gut State Laws; ( Politico; 4/19/15)
	This opinion piece was authored by Eric T. Schneiderman who is the Attorney General for the State of New York.  AG Schneiderman  maintains that the use of the ISDS mechanism in the TPP will serve to weaken and undermine many state laws and regulations...
	Fact or Fiction: Does the Hatch-Wyden-Obama Trade Promotion Authority Bill Protect U.S. Sovereignty Over Domestic Policy?; (acslaw.org, 4/20/15)
	This article, authored by Sean M. Flynn, examines the current Trade Promotion Authority (Fast Track) proposal that will be put before Congress for a vote in the very near future.  Mr. Flynn makes the following points:
	 The language in the bill that purports to ensure that no part of the TPP or the TTIP can or will infringe or negate any federal, state or local law or regulation has actually been included in every FTA approved by Congress since NAFTA; and
	 The statutory language in question will not actually ensure that federal, state and local laws will not be superseded by an FTA but will instead provide for the prevalence of international law under the approved FTA and thus allow for the use of the...
	Newly Leaked TTIP Draft Reveals Far-Reaching Assault on US/EU Democracy; (Common Dreams; 4/20/15)


